[Reduced availability of potential cornea donors: reasons and suggestions].
The purpose of the study was to analyse the number of potential cornea donors in relationship to the number of actual donors. Furthermore, the reasons for the discrepancy between the number of the potential and actual donors were analysed. Over a period of 6 months data were collected from 6 hospitals and the institute for forensic medicine of the university hospital. The reasons why only a few actual donors from a big pool of potential donors remain for transplantation were investigated. Circumstances related to the medical staff were causal for refusal in 37 % of the cases. In 23 % the cause for refusal was related to the relatives (23 %). Furthermore, in 16 organisational problems caused a failure in cornea donation. 18 % were excluded due to contraindications. A total rate of 6 % actual donors was achieved. The final consent rate was only 6 % out of all potential donors. Organisational failure was only 16 % in contrast to 60 % refusal due to causes relating to medical staff and relatives. Therefore, further education of physicians and the public is needed.